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[bookmark: _GoBack]The present document is largely inspired from the ANR AAPG 2025 proposal template.

Please use an easily readable document layout: A4 pages, Calibri 11 or equivalent, single spaced, 2cm margins, numbered pages ; for figure and table, minimum Calibri 9 or equivalent. The readability of a document does not only refer to a clear sequence of information, it also refers to a clear layout of this information.
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The project description (1) cannot exceed a 10-page limit, excluding the 1 page description, the summary table of persons involved in the project, Gantt chart, references related to the project, table of requested resources, and (2) must be submitted in a PDF format. 

As the evaluation could be carried out by non-French speaking reviewers, your scientific document must be written in English.

Proposals must fulfil the 5 main evaluation criteria: “Scientific quality of the project”, “alignment with ORACLE scientific challenges”, “International dimension”, “Implementation feasibility” and “Expected impacts of the project”. Applicants are advised to consult the document “ORACLE AAP2026 Guide” for further information about the different sub-criteria related to the chosen funding instrument. 

Note 1: For “Integration” projects, support letters from the lab heads concerned by the application, attesting the project topic is in line with the lab research priorities, are requested.
Note 2: The present proposal can be submitted together with a (post-)doctoral mobility (secondment) proposal. If the secondment program is not yet mature, the latter can be also requested later, during the (post-)doctoral contract. The doctoral mobility grant offered by ORACLE gives the opportunity to expose doctoral candidates to international and/or multi-sectoral research experience through a 3-month secondment in academia or industry and get the “European Doctorate” label on PhD award (if applicable). This label can be obtained if, besides the 3-month secondment by a European academic partner, a jury composed of international members (at least one European) assesses the PhD work.

Project abstract (1 page maximum)
This summary must present the following points: context and scientific objectives in which the request is made and how these objectives will be pursued by the project partner(s), summary of the research project, description of the project to promote and disseminate the results, integration of the project into ORACLE LabEx strategy.




Summary table of persons involved in the project:
	Partner
	Name
	First name
	Current position
	Role & responsibilities in the project (4 lines max)
	Involvement (person.month) throughout the project's total duration

	University X/Lab Y  Society Z/ Dep. ZZ
	T_ _ _ _ _ _
	T_ _ _ 
	Professor
	Coordinator 1 (one coordinator per research unit)
Tasks X, Y, Z
	18p.month

	
	
	
	
	Partner’s scientific leader
Task Z
	

	
	
	
	Postdoctoral contract
	
	





Start of the proposal									
I. Proposal’s context, positioning and objective(s) (5 pages)
This paragraph refers to the evaluation criteria “Scientific quality of the project”, “Alignment with ORACLE scientific challenges” and “international dimension”, cf. sub-criteria in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide.
a. Objectives and research hypothesis
Present the objectives and the research hypothesis; present the scientific and technical barriers to be lifted; present the expected results; if applicable describe any final products developed.
Present the added value of the project in terms of scientific contribution, whether in terms of object, problem and methodological approach, and in terms of targeted knowledge production[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Regardless of the type of project submitted: project aiming at original, disruptive or exploratory objectives or concepts; project aimed at removing well-identified scientific obstacles in the community; projects exploiting data generated by research infrastructures; projects following on from previous projects and allowing new objectives to be considered.] 


b. Position of the project as it relates to the state of the art
Emphasise the originality of the project - concerning its objectives and its methodology – and its position in relation to the state of the art; show the contributions of the project partners to this state of the art; present any preliminary results. In the case of a project proposal following up on previous project(s) or ongoing project(s) already funded by ORACLE or by another body, provide a summary of the results achieved and clearly describe the new issues raised and the new objectives set out in the light of the earlier project(s).

c. [bookmark: _Toc470185119]Methodology and risk management
Describe precisely the methodology and its relevance to reach the objectives; detail the scientific risks and fallback solutions envisaged; set out the scientific programme and justify the work programme's task breakdown with regard to the objectives being pursued. 
· For each task, describe the objectives, the work programme, deliverables, partners' contributions, methods and technical decisions, risks, and fall-back solutions (among other examples: difficulty to access study site, lack of preliminary data, delay in obtaining approval from the ethics committee, etc.). Illustrate with a Gantt chart (to be placed in §IV) .
· Justify the relevance of the methodology in terms of ethics, scientific integrity and social responsibility of sciences – and as such, taking into account or not the sex and/or gender aspect, following the HRS4R rules[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  NU and ECN have been awarded with the "HR in Excellence" label, corresponding to the Human Resources Strategy for Researchers (HRS4R), for a 5-year period in 2022 and 2021 respectively] 


The methodology also includes Open Science practices, namely: data management, reuse of existing data sets, development or contribution to open source software and standards, and adopting permanent identifiers for all research products Project coordinators commit themselves to contribute to the ORACLE Data management Plan[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Note that this Data Management Plan is not issued for 2026 call. Projects granted in 2026 will have to comply with this plan.] 


d. Ability of the project to address research issues listed in the ORACLE scientific challenges
Ability of the project to address research issues listed in the ORACLE scientific challenges (cf. Scientific challenges covered by ORACLE + table of breakthroughs to tackle in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide).

e. International dimension of the project
Describe how the project fits into the international offshore renewable energy research agendas[footnoteRef:4] and how it contributes to strengthen the international scientific collaborations of the involved partners (within the project duration and/or after the end).  [4:  See a non-exhaustive list of resources in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide] 

The co-supervision of PhD students by external researchers is highly encouraged. Applications to the ORACLE call for proposals that include doctoral recruitment will have to address this possibility.
Describe how the project contributes to Nantes academic site’s visibility, attractiveness and excellence.


II. Organisation and implementation of the project (4 pages)
This paragraph refers to the evaluation criterion “implementation feasibility”, cf. sub-criteria in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide.
This criterion takes into account all the results of research work: scientific publications, datasets, software, etc. Furthermore, the use of bibliometric indicators such as the impact factor and the h-index is prohibited in favor of qualitative indicators on the impact of the work, such as their influence on policies and practices.
a. [bookmark: _Toc470185121]Scientific coordinators and consortium / team
· Present the scientific coordinator(s), their experience in the scientific field (including the partner’s scientific coordinator in a co-funded proposal), their involvement rate. 
· Present the partners and their complementarity to reach the goals: demonstrate the quality and complementary nature of the consortium specifying the identity of the scientists involved and their institution, their rate of implication, and all other items providing a framework for judging the quality, complementarity of partners and consortia and the effectiveness of the collaboration.
· Complete the following table including information concerning the involvement of the scientific coordinators in regional, national and international on-going projects. 
· For “Integration” project, explain the project's capacity to promote the scientific independence of the scientific coordinators (increased level of responsibility, development of the young researcher's own team, development of their own theme of research, development of their international visibility).

Implication of the scientific coordinators in on-going project(s)
	Name of the researcher
	Person.month
	Call, funding agency, grant allocated
	Project’s title
	Name of the scientific coordinator
	Start - End

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



b. Multidisciplinary nature of the project 
Ability of the project to implement a multidisciplinary collaboration between project partners.
Describe how the project stimulates cross-fertilisation among several disciplines, while fostering the cutting-edge research activities in each discipline.
Describe how collaboration between partners will be implemented (workshops, meetings etc…).

c. Implemented and requested resources to reach the objectives
Describe the means – those previously available AND those requested – to achieve the objectives.
· Scientific and technical justification of the requested means – per item of expenditure and by partner -–, linked to the objectives of the proposal. 
· Summarise the requested funds in the table (§VI). This table is mandatory, and the scientific justification of the requested means cannot replace it.
· Description of the context in terms of human and financial resources available thanks to previous or ongoing projects, ongoing or future co-funding request.
· If a partner is relying on its own funds, justify the available means to realise its tasks.
Partner 1: XXXXX
Staff + associated lump-sum expenses (in French: “Frais de personnels”)
Costs linked to the doctoral and post-doctoral researchers and master interns affected to the project: Salary + lump- sum for research costs, mobility, small equipment, consumables.
Secondment costs for the doctoral and post-doctoral researchers affected to the project must be requested through another funding instrument: “Secondment” Mobility.
Justification in relation to the scientific objectives.
Other costs (not covered by the lump sum associated to each temporary staff)
These extra requested funds must stay exceptional. The justification in relation to the scientific objectives must be particularly convincing.
Small equipment costs (in French : “petits matériels”)
Acquisition costs of small equipments and the scientific consumables specifically used for the achievement of the project. Justification in relation to the scientific objectives.
Outsourcing / subcontracting (in French : « Prestations de service et droits de propriété intellectuelle »)
Acquisition costs of (1) Licences, patent, brand, software, database, copyrights etc.; (2) Subcontracting costs for the achievement of the project. Justification in relation to the scientific objectives.
Overheads costs (in French : “Frais généraux non-forfaitisés”)
Missions expenses and travel costs of the permanent and temporary staff, conferences organisation costs. Other operating expenses. Justification in relation to the scientific objectives.

Partner 2: XXXXX
Staff + associated lump-sum expenses 
Other costs

Partner N: XXXXX
Staff + associated lump-sum expenses 
Other costs
III. Impact and benefits of the project (1 page)
This paragraph refers to the evaluation criteria “Expected impacts”, cf. sub-criteria in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide.
Describe how results will be disseminated and exploited, depending on the target audiences.
 Describe in what scientific fields and eventually economic, social or cultural field project results may have an impact, in the short, medium or long term. 
Explain to what extend it will contribute to the Key Performance indicators of the project

For a project co-funded by a company
Describe actions to transfer technology and innovation to the social and economic world, including potential intellectual property measures.

End of the proposal	- 10 pages							

IV. Gantt chart
Illustrate the project time line, milestones and deliverables with a Gantt chart
The Gantt chart is not included in the 10-page limit.

V. References related to the project
List the bibliographical references used for the proposal.
Please, fill in “usable” references, i.e. including the first co-authors, complete title, title of the journal, year, etc. If available, please complete these references (but not replace) by indicating the « open access » link to improve accessibility for the reviewers. Please note, these links do not replace the description of the expectations in the scientific document.
Preprints are allowed, especially those referencing preliminary data. 
Impact factors are prohibited but quartile information are suggested (Scimago Journal Ranking - SJR - https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php).
The bibliography is not included in the 10-page limit.

VI. Requested means by item of expenditure and by partner

	
	Partner
XXX
	Partner
XXX
	Partner
XXX
	Partner
XXX

	Staff expenses, including associated lump-sum
	
	
	
	

	Consumable and small equipment costs (<4k€)
	
	
	
	

	Intermediate equipment costs (>4k€ without VAT per unit)
	
	
	
	

	Outsourcing / subcontracting
	
	
	
	

	Overheads costs
	
	
	
	

	Sub-total
	
	
	
	

	Requested funding
	


The table is not included in the 10-page limit.
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	Date and signature of coordinator 2:
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	Date and signature of coordinator 4:
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