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Call for proposals 2026
Spring release
Individual Post-doctoral Fellowship

ORACLE LabEx funds individual post-doctoral fellowships to attract excellent young doctors with high scientific potential.
This funding instrument enhances the creative and innovative potential of researchers holding a PhD and who wish to improve their research skills in the LabEx fields through (inter)national and interdisciplinary mobility. Through the implementation of an original and personalised research project, ORACLE Postdoctoral Fellowships aim to foster excellence through training and mobility and to equip researchers with new skills and competences in order to identify solutions to current and future challenges. 
Fellowships will be provided to excellent researchers, undertaking international mobility to Nantes academic site. Applications will be made jointly by the young researcher and the hosting research team affiliated to one of the nine research units involved in ORACLE LabEx (DCS, CENS, GeM, IREENA, LEMNA, LETG, LHEEA, LS2N, LTEN).
The present proposal can be submitted together with a post-doctoral mobility (secondment) proposal. If the secondment program is not yet mature, the latter can be also requested later, during the post-doctoral contract.
The allocated budget (57k€ for 12-month salary + lump sum for research costs mobility, small equipment, consumables. The recommended wage for a postdoctoral position should not exceed 55k€/year. If more than 12 months are requested, the flat rate is prorated accordingly) will be transferred to the host research unit, which will handle the administrative procedure for drawing up the employment contract. 

Eligibility criteria :
- Research topic linked to the offshore renewable energies.
- The post-doctoral candidate cannot be a local researcher (PhD not awarded by NU or ECN)
- The application is written by the post-doctoral candidate, in collaboration with the hosting research unit involved in ORACLE.
- Support letter from a representative of the hosting research team concerned by the application, attesting the project topic is in line with the lab research priorities.
Evaluation criteria:
- Scientific quality of the applicant
- Scientific quality of the post-doctoral research project
- Alignment with ORACLE objectives
- Implementation feasibility (including ability to collaborate with the hosting research team)
- Expected impacts
- International dimension



Information to be completed:
Surname and first name of the post-doctoral candidate:
Current status :
Current affiliation: 

Surname and first name of the main supervisor:
Host Research Unit : (at least one of the nine research units involved in ORACLE LabEx
Host Institution of affiliation: (NU or ECN)

Start and end dates of the post-doctoral fellowship requested:
Title of the post-doctoral research project:
Acronym of the post-doctoral research project: (optional)




Start of the proposal									
1. Proposal’s context, positioning and objective(s) (2.5 pages)
This paragraph refers to the evaluation criteria “Scientific quality of the project”, “Alignment with ORACLE scientific challenges” and “international dimension”, cf. sub-criteria in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide.
1. Objectives and research hypothesis
Present the objectives and the research hypothesis; present the scientific and technical barriers to be lifted; present the expected results; if applicable describe any final products developed.
Present the added value of the project in terms of scientific contribution, whether in terms of object, problem and methodological approach, and in terms of targeted knowledge production[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Regardless of the type of project submitted: project aiming at original, disruptive or exploratory objectives or concepts; project aimed at removing well-identified scientific obstacles in the community; projects exploiting data generated by research infrastructures; projects following on from previous projects and allowing new objectives to be considered.] 


2. Position of the project as it relates to the state of the art
Emphasise the originality of the project - concerning its objectives and its methodology – and its position in relation to the state of the art; show the contributions of the project partners to this state of the art; present any preliminary results. In the case of a project proposal following up on previous project(s) or ongoing project(s) already funded by ORACLE or by another body, provide a summary of the results achieved and clearly describe the new issues raised and the new objectives set out in the light of the earlier project(s).

3. [bookmark: _Toc470185119]Methodology and risk management
Describe precisely the methodology and its relevance to reach the objectives; detail the scientific risks and fallback solutions envisaged; set out the scientific programme and justify the work programme's task breakdown with regard to the objectives being pursued. 
- For each task, describe the objectives, the work programme, deliverables, methods and technical decisions, risks, and fall-back solutions (among other examples: difficulty to access study site, lack of preliminary data, delay in obtaining approval from the ethics committee, etc.). Illustrate with a Gantt chart (to be placed in §V).
- Justify the relevance of the methodology in terms of ethics and scientific integrity

The methodology also includes Open Science practices, namely: data management, reuse of existing data sets, development or contribution to open source software and standards, and adopting permanent identifiers for all research products Project coordinators commit themselves to contribute to the ORACLE Data management Plan.

4. Ability of the project to address research issues listed in the ORACLE scientific challenges
Ability of the project to address research issues listed in the ORACLE scientific challenges (cf. Scientific challenges covered by ORACLE + table of breakthroughs to tackle in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide).

5. International dimension of the project
Describe how the project fits into the international offshore renewable energy research agendas[footnoteRef:3] and how it contributes to strengthen the international scientific collaborations of the involved partners (within the project duration and/or after the end).  [3:  See a non-exhaustive list of resources in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide] 

Describe how the project contributes to Nantes academic site’s visibility, attractiveness and excellence.
2. Relevance of the research team (1.5 pages)
This paragraph refers to the evaluation criterion “implementation feasibility”, cf. sub-criteria in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide.
The use of bibliometric indicators such as the impact factor and the h-index is prohibited in favor of qualitative indicators on the impact of the work, such as their influence on policies and practices.
1. [bookmark: _Toc470185121]Scientific expertise of the post-doctoral candidate and adequacy with host research unit
Present the scientific expertise of the post-doctoral candidate, their experience in the scientific field.
Add a 2-page CV of the post-doctoral candidate in §IV. 

Present the researchers from the host research unit who are involved in the supervision and their complementarity with the post-doctoral researcher to reach the goals: demonstrate the quality and complementary nature of the research group specifying the identity of the scientists involved and their institution, their rate of implication, and all other items providing a framework for judging the quality, complementarity of partners and the effectiveness of the collaboration.

Summary table of persons involved in the supervision of the post-doctoral researcher
	Partner
	Name
	First name
	Current position
	Role, expertise in the research project (4 lines max)
	Involvement (person.month) throughout the supervision's total duration

	University X/Lab Y  Society Z/ Dep. ZZ
	T_ _ _ _ _ _
	T_ _ _ 
	Professor
	
	18p.month

	
	
	
	Postdoctoral contract
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	




2. Multidisciplinary nature of the project 
Ability of the project to implement a multidisciplinary collaboration between project partners.
Describe how the project stimulates cross-fertilisation among several disciplines, while fostering the cutting-edge research activities in each discipline.

3. Impact and benefits of the project (1 page)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This paragraph refers to the evaluation criteria “Expected impacts”, cf. sub-criteria in ORACLE AAP2026 Guide.
 Describe how results will be disseminated and exploited, depending on the target audiences.
 Describe in what scientific fields and eventually economic, social or cultural field project results may have an impact, in the short, medium or long term. 
Explain to what extend it will contribute to the Key Performance indicators of the project

For a project co-funded by a company
Describe actions to transfer technology and innovation to the social and economic world, including potential intellectual property measures.


End of the proposal	- 5 pages							

4.  Post-doctoral candidate’s Curriculum Vitae
Add a 2-page CV of the post-doctoral candidate
The CV is not included in the 5-page limit.

5. Gantt chart
Illustrate the project time line, milestones and deliverables with a Gantt chart
The Gantt chart is not included in the 5-page limit.

6. References related to the project
List the bibliographical references used for the proposal.
Please, fill in “usable” references, i.e. including the first co-authors, complete title, title of the journal, year, etc. If available, please complete these references (but not replace) by indicating the « open access » link to improve accessibility for the reviewers. Please note, these links do not replace the description of the expectations in the scientific document.
Preprints are allowed, especially those referencing preliminary data. 
Impact factors are prohibited but quartile information are recommended (Scimago Journal Ranking - SJR - https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php).
The bibliography is not included in the 5-page limit.

	Date and signature of the post-doctoral candidate:




	Date and signature of the main supervisor (on behalf of the host research unit)
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